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Rhea Shrivastava
Hi everyone, I am Rhea and I will be serving as 
your chair for the UN75 committee in this 
years’ LSE YouthMUN conference. I am cur-
rently a first-year student at the LSE, studying 
International Relations - a subject that links 
very well with commonly discussed MUN top-
ics!

My MUN journey began at the beginning of 
high school,which would make this year my 
5th year of involvement with MUN. I have par-
ticipated in 15 conferences across South East 
Asia, and have had the opportunity to serve as 
delegate, chair and Deputy-Secretary General 
that time. Though I have personally used MUN 
as a medium to gain more political insight, I do 
believe that it is also a great way to keep up 
with ongoing global affairs and to get better ac-
quainted with skills such as public speaking 
and impromptu thinking. I know for some of you, it may be your first conference, and even 
if it is not I understand that the thought of expressing your stance in front of other people 
can be quite daunting. Therefore, I would just like to state that if you have any concerns 
whilst reading the report, preparing for the conference or just in general, feel free to reach 
out! 

Best of luck, delegates! I am greatly looking forward to facilitating constructive debate on 
the topic at hand :)

Sincerely,

Rhea Shrivastava (r.shrivasrava@lse.ac.uk) 
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Introduction	to	the	Committee

UN75 is a specialized committee created by the YouthMUN 2021.Although it is not a real 
UN affiliated committee, it has been introduced in this conference in celebration of the 
United Nation’s 75th anniversary in 2020.   With the theme of this year's YouthMUN being 
“evaluating the evolving nature of emerging crises and their implications on global govern-
ance", the UN75 committee is vital. Global governance encompasses policies, proce-
dures, initiatives, and institutions that provide States with increased stability in their re-
sponse to transnational challenges. Therefore, it can be said that effective global govern-
ance can be achieved through effective international cooperation. The aim of the UN75 
committee is to stimulate discussion regarding the role of the UN in the international arena 
and how the structure of the UN and the scope of its mandate need to be reformed and 
ameliorated in order to keep pace with and respond to pressing international affairs.  This 
is of utmost importance as, with the United Nations at the heart of global governance archi-
tecture, being the platform that signals international cooperation, its reform means increas-
ingly effective global governance. With, as the theme states, ‘the evolving nature of emerg-
ing crises’ it is becoming progressively vital that reforms occur so that international organi-
sations such as the United Nations can keep pace and respond effectively.

To mark its 75th anniversary, the United Nations put out an international consultation at 
the beginning of 2020. Through data collected by means of surveys and dialogues, the 
United Nations aimed to collect information regarding society’s perception on the 
international future. This was in an attempt for the UN to understand the expectations that 
had to be met in terms of general international cooperation, and also that of the UN in par-
ticular1.

Seeing as this consultation was carried out during a time of global crisis - the COVID-19 
pandemic - majority of responses discussed the need for improvements regarding basic 
services as well as greater international solidarity and increased support to those who 
were most directly affected. Looking to the future, immediate concerns were drawn to is-
sues regarding the ongoing climate crisis, tackling poverty and corruption as well as the 
need for respect for basic human rights. 

Most importantly, respondents gave their input on their perception of the UN. Majority of
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1   “UN75 Report: The Future We Want, The UN We Need.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed November 26, 2020. 
https://www.un.org/en/un75/presskit.
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respondents believe that global cooperation is imperative in dealing with today’s chal-
lenges, and that the ongoing pandemic has made international institutions more of a ne-
cessity. However, respondents dictated that they want to see change and innovation 
within the UN. More specifically, they outlined their desires for the UN to be more inclusive 
of the diversity of actors and states, to be increasingly transparent as well as to increase 
their accountability and efficiency.

History	of	the	Topic
The Founding of the United Nations and its main purposes

The United Nations was founded in October of 1945. The League of Nations (LON), the 
international organisation set up in 1919 to avoid the possibility of war post WWI, had 
failed to fulfill its aims2. There were a few main flaws that are pinpointed as the primary 
causes of failure. The first is its lack of coercive power. For example, the use of sanctions 
seemed to be a prominent medium of pursuance by the LON. However, even when the im-
plementation and adoption of economic sanctions occured, they were not always fully sup-
ported by member nations. Japan’s actions against China in 1931with the Manchurian inci-
dent, for example, is an incident where there was only a minor reprimand of Japan, show-
ing an example of essentially unpunished actions3. Subsequently, the League lost much of 
its credibility. Secondly, the League suffered with the gradual absence of great powers. 
Aside from Italy, Germany and Japan ultimately leaving the organisation, the main absence 
that was felt was that of the United States.  With the US congress ultimately refusing US 
participation within the LON, the League was left with a great gap4. Primarily, the United 
States was left a great power post-WWI, and with the League’s inability to propose appeal-
ing mechanisms for powers to promote their interests in the international community, the 
US had little motivation to participate in this consensus based organisation as it would ac-
tually limit their power and influence.

Therefore, the United Nations was created as a second international organization commit-
ted to the preservation of peace among States. While the United Nations did share charac-
teristics with the LON, it ensured to also utilise innovative mechanisms, making the scope
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2 Olivia B, Waxman. “What to Know on the League of Nations-Purpose, Failure, Dates.” Time. Time, January 25, 2019. 
https://time.com/5507628/league-of-nations-history-legacy/. 

3 Journal, The Asia Pacific. “The Manchurian Incident, the League of Nations and the Origins of the Pacific War. What the Geneva Archives Re-
veal.” The Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus. Accessed November 26, 2020. https://apjjf.org/-Yoshizawa-Tatsuhiko/2593/article.html. 
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of UN mandate more vast than that of the LON. 

Many of the negotiations for the UN foundation arose during World War II, as the frights of 
war led Allied Powers to recognize the necessity of an effective organization in the field of 
international cooperation and security. President Roosevelt of the US was the first to coin 
the term United Nations, referring to the Allies of WWII. In addition to the signing of the 
Declaration of the United Nations alongside 25 other country-based representatives in 
1942, Roosevelt also promoted the idea of the Four Powers, or ‘Four Policemen’ in 1944 
during the Dumbarton Oaks Conference of 19445, also a conference where powers such 
as the US, UK, USSR and China came together to discuss and agree upon the mandate 
and structure of such an international organisation. The establishment of the ‘Four Police-
men’ essentially meant that the United States, Britain, China and the Soviet Union would 
be the four major decision making countries6. However, this number soon grew due to 
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6 Berni, Dwan. “Franklin Roosevelt's Four Policemen of World Peace.” HeadStuff, December 27, 2016. 
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Churchill’s persistence for France’s inclusion. This, in tandem with the Charter of the 
United Nations established what are now known as the P5 members.

Throughout World War II, many agreements and declarations pointed out the necessity of 
an international organization that could truly engage in the promotion of peace and in solv-
ing global problems that the League of Nations did not manage to deal with. Actually, 
many of the United Nations official objectives are the same as those of the League. Be-
sides, the fact that they are all listed right in the First Article of the UN Charter evidences 
the organization’s strong commitment with its purposes. The UN purposes are listed as fol-
lows:

1. To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective collective 
measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for the suppres-
sion of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by peace-
ful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, adjust-
ment or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach 
of the peace;

2. To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to 
strengthen universal peace; 

3. To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, 
social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect 
for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, 
sex, language, or religion; and 

4. To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these common 
ends7

In addition to the charter, two organs of the UN, namely the International Court of Justice 
and the Security Council hold a vital role in the enforcement of law internationally as their 
decisions are legally binding. Furthermore, the United Nations declares the Security Coun-
cil to be the lone-standing entity with power to claim “international uses of legitimate mili-
tary force.”8 Though this has not always worked - substantiating the dire need for reform - 
the concept behind it began to mitigate the uncertainty behind use and implementation of 
coercive power.
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https://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/. 

8 “United Nations Security Council |.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed November 26, 2020. https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/. 
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Aspects under scrutiny

Peacekeeping (‘Responsibility to Protect’)

The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) – is an “international norm that seeks to ensure that 
the international community never again fails to halt the mass atrocity crimes of genocide, 
war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.”9 It was created in an attempt 
to respond to the failure of the international community about global atrocities.

Though many have affirmed that the R2P is a symbolic doctrine, in its re-affirmation of UN 
commitment to its purpose, there have been several doubts about its effectiveness. ‘One 
of the most striking aspects of the R2P doctrine appears to be the gap between the prom-
ise and the reality’10. This was stated in response to the atrocities of Rwanda where the 
international community failed to intervene.  In addition to their failure in preventing the ex-
acerbation of violence before it occurred, they utilised inappropriate measures to protect 
civilians during the course of their intervention. 

In addition to this, it has been increasingly difficult in some instances for the R2P concept 
to be instilled or followed by certain countries. For example, regarding the treatment of eth-
nic Uyghurs and certain Muslim minorites in China, there has not only been a refusal but a 
general failure by the Chinese government to adhere its responsibility to protect.  “The UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, has requested that China permit 
access to carry out an independent assessment of reports of enforced disappearances 
and arbitrary detentions.” Additionally, on “30 June 2020 the United Kingdom delivered a 
statement to the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) on behalf of 27 countries urging China 
to allow the High Commissioner meaningful access to Xinjiang.”11 

UNMISS Peacekeeping Mission in South Sudan

The UNMISS, or United Nations Mission in South Sudan, was a  peacekeeping mission for 
South Sudan, which at the time of UNMISS’s formation in 2011, had recently become inde-
pendent. The peacekeeping mission, established by the UNSC , currently has approxi-
mately 15,000 military personnel, 1,800 police, and 2,800 civilian workers. It has been 
tasked with support for peace consolidation and thereby fostering longer-term statebuild-
ing and economic development, support the Government of the Republic of South Sudan 
in exercising its responsibilities for conflict prevention, mitigation and resolution and pro-
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tect civilians, and support the Government of the Republic of South Sudan in developing 
its capacity to provide security, to establish rule of law, and to strengthen the security and 
justice sectors.12 

Although the mission has been present in the country since 2011, there have been numer-
ous incidents that deem it unfit in fulfilling its purpose. Although it is difficult to imagine the 
further atrocity that would have broken out had it not been for UN intervention, scholars 
such as Jeremy Weinstein have adamantly stated that as “South Sudan is still in the midst 
of a bloody conflict,  refraining from any kind of international intervention and leaving the 
South Sudanese to solve their conflict autonomously would have been most beneficial.”13

The United Nations Security Council  

One of the six organs of the United Nations is the Security Council. Its most prominent re-
sponsibility is the maintenance of peace and security14. The Security Council, being the 
only organ with the power to make decisions by which member states are obligated to 
carry through under the terms of the Charter, is a vital council and has therefore come un-
der a great deal of scrutiny. 

Firstly, the element of the permanent 5 (P5) members of the UNSC have come under scru-
tiny. These members: the UK, Russia, France, China and the US, hold major advantages 
within the council. The Security Council has assigned a veto power to the aforementioned 
countries, meaning that essentially, the council cannot move forward with decisions with-
out the support or rejection of the P5. 

Whilst these 5 members of the total 15 seats are permanent, the remaining seats are 
saved for countries that then serve a two-year term. Competition for these seats is quite 
severe. Voting in and election of these non-permanent members is possible if they receive 
a two-thirds majority in the UN General Assembly. The Assembly is required under the 
United Nations Charter to consider the contribution of members to the United Nations in 
terms of sustained international security and peace and to helping to fulfil the other pur-
poses of the organisation. Additionally, equal geographical distribution must be 
considered.15 
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There has been a lack of development since the structure of the UNSC was first founded 
and most of its aspects, including the P5, do not accurately portray the post-war 
international community. Not only does this mean that the security council acts predomi-
nantly in the interests of these 5 nations, but also that the veto-power they hold enables 
them to halt any diplomatic response. The ‘UN-Arab League resolution on Syria’ is a preva-
lent case where two powerful nations exercised this power. Russia and China ‘double ve-
toed’ at a 2012 Security Council meeting, blocking the Western and Arab League-backed 
resolution condemning Syria for its crackdown on citizen protests, and calling for regime 
change16. As a result of the fact that China and Russia have allegedly traded with Syria, 
this was an example of them blatantly acting in their own self-interests with disregard for 
the international implications of their actions.  There is added concern that the biases of 
the UNSC lean towards the West, stating that the western world has majority of the control 
with the US, UK and France holding the ability to veto. 

In terms of increased representation, it is important to note that all included UNSC mem-
bers are able to participate in discussion and, to a certain extent, come together to draft 
decisions that contribute to international security and peace. Furthermore, in regards to 
the impact of this membership, there have been critiques about the lack of transparency of 
the UNSC. The meetings held within the UNSC rarely provide records to non-members, un-
less it is regarding the real establishment of a resolution. Therefore, it is understandable 
that UNSC membership is imperative to the foreign policy of countries, whether their mem-
bership is already concrete or whether they wish to obtain membership in order to contrib-
ute to this decision-making process. Countries, namely Germany, Brazil, India, and Japan 
(also known as the G-4)  contribute greatly to the United Nations budget, which then trans-
lates to its ability to fulfill the scope of its mandate, making these countries essential to the 
efficiency of its function. Those countries have, since 2004, defended reforms that include 
them as permanent members countries assuming responsibilities in the safeguarding of 
peace and security that reflect their financial contributions and commitment to the United 
Nations as a whole.17

The UN’s Coherence as a collective International Organization

UN coherence is the idea that “UN partners are working together to increase effectiveness 
(improved results), relevance (alignment with national priorities) and efficiency (reduced du
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plication and transactions costs) at country, regional and global levels.”18 This aids the UN 
system in being able to maximise results of the UN system, present a unified image, in-
crease transparency among sections and therefore gain greater alignment with national pri-
orities and plans. 

The Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB) is a high level coordination platform for 
the United Nations. It is composed of leaders from the member organisations, and its 
premise is to create an “institutional mechanism to draw the disparate parts of a decentral-
ized system of specialized bodies - each with its own constitution, mandate, governing 
bodies and budgets - into a cohesive and functioning whole.”19 The UN mandate and or-
ganisation as a whole is so vast, and no central authority is present to stimulate compli-
ance and persistent communication between affiliated organisations in order to present a 
constantly cohesive organisation to the international community.

Past	UN	Action
The United Nations 2005 World Summit

The 2005 World Summit of the United Nations had representatives from the 191 Member 
States congregate in the UN Headquarters in New York. The goal of the summit was to 
stimulate discourse between these representatives regarding the UN Millennium Develop-
ment Goals. 

The summit took on points such as  UN development (relating to the aforementioned Mille-
nium Development Goals),  terrorism, peacebuilding, peacekeeping, human rights, and 
management reform. The most prominent topic about changes in the United Nations, how-
ever, was the one regarding human rights and, furthermore, UN strengthening. This impor-
tance relies on the first official establishment of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P). 

Decisions related to the main organs of the United Nations during the 2005 World 
Summit: 

Primarily, regarding the  General Assembly, the Summit discussed the strengthening of the 
communication between the GA and other organs of the United Nations. Furthermore, the 
Summit encouraged the UNSC to adapt it’s structure in an attempt to increase current 
non-member states involvement in world affairs.
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19  “ ibid”



Additionally, there were talks of efforts towards fortifying the Economic and Social Council 
as a body looking at coordination, policy vetting and increased involvement in economic 
issues in the international arena. This pushed for the council to promote global dialogue 
with financial institutions and complement humanitarian efforts - meaning an increased 
line of communication with humanitarian based organisations.20 

There was a general consensus reached regarding a no-tolerance policy by Secretary-
General at the time, Kofi Annan. This was about the sexual exploitation and abuse con-
ducted by UN personnel - most pertinently during peacekeeping missions. During the Sum-
mit, UN that member States took steps to establish the new Human Rights Council. This 
Council adopted a new design with certain main goals, including protection of fundamen-
tal freedoms, addressing of human rights violations and the ability to provide suggestions 
and recommendations in these affairs. The creation of the Peacebuilding Commission also 
came out of the plenary session.21

Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR)

In 2012, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Quadrennial Comprehensive 
Policy Review (QCPR), which has provided recent guidance for increased coherence and 
cohesion of the United Nations.  

It provided the UN with its mandate for development operations over the period of  2013-
2016. It covered:

(1) funding; 

(2) national capacity building and development effectiveness;

(3) functioning of the UN development system; 

(4) monitoring22

It called for the finance and funding programmes to follow through with decisions through 
timed actions to ensure quick and thorough implementation. The resolution details a le-
gally binding framework for the activities of certain UN affiliated organisations. For others, 
predominantly those with an increasingly specialised goal it is not legally binding, but the 
resolution encourages that all agencies look at its suggestions as such. The changes out
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lined within this resolution show the importance that member nations give to improving co-
herence in an attempt to ameliorate the relevance and effectiveness of the United Nations 
development system. 

Bloc	positions 
China

China, being a P5 member actually holds an inclusive outlook on the reform of the UN. 
The country has, time and time again, put emphasis on the importance of prioritising  the 
Security Council and General Assembly reform. Representative Zhang Jun stated at the 
33rd plenary meeting of the 74th session of the UNGA on the "Question of Equitable Rep-
resentation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and Other Matters 
related to the Security Council." that  “priority should be given to increasing representation 
and say of developing countries, especially African countries.”23 The UN Security Council 
should be extended and enlarged, according to China, and a larger number of developing 
countries should be present in the committee. Furthermore, China also calls for the im-
provement of the amelioration of the UNSC’s method, wanting to augment its efficiency 
and transparency. China does not agree with the implementation of time constraints for 
the reform.

United States of America

In terms of the UNSC, the US agrees with a Security Council reform, but will only continue 
with this stance under the condition that there is a visible efficiency increase. Additionally, 
the US has only explicitly displayed its support for Japan as an additional permanent mem-
ber as they approve of its “democratic and human rights record”, as well as its financial 
contributions to the UN. The US holds the stance that developing countries should have 
representation; however feels as though any new tentative permanent members need to 
meet specific criteria. Contrary to the stance of China; however, the US is not willing to en-
dorse an expansion of the UNSC that would consequently change the hierarchy embed-
ded in the Council.24
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The USA endorsed the creation of the UN Peacebuilding Commission in 2005 and Human 
Rights Council (in replacement of the previous Commission on Human Rights)25.  The Com-
mission had received a great deal of critique from the US, alongside other member na-
tions, over its poor vetting process and criteria when it came to deciding countries’ mem-
bership, where certain member nations policies were not complementary to the mandate 
of the Commission. 

G4 stance on UNSC Reform

Starting from 2008 onwards, the general assembly renewed the yearly plenary sessions on 
UNSC reform specifically. These sessions are referred to  as the Intergovernmental Nego-
tiations (IGNs), and have become a platform in discussion of SC reform proposals. There 
have been a surfeit of proposals; however, none of them have obtained the 66% majority 
needed for the aforementioned proposals to pass. One of the proposals was put forward 
by the G4, (Germany, India, Brazil and Japan)26. 

The G4 have been the most active bloc regarding the reform of the SC. The G4 has pro-
posed to add six permanent seats to the council - one pertaining to each of the 4 mem-
bers and additionally two for African nations. They also wanted to add four non-permanent 
seats to increase regional representation - one seat for an African, European, Latin Ameri-
can and Asian nation respectively. The bloc has also proposed that member nations adopt 
a revision  cycle, whereby there is review of the reform conducted every 15 years so as to 
mitigate further dissatisfaction with the structure of the UNSC 27. 

In terms of ameliorating transparency and working methods, the bloc believes that certain 
meetings should be made public (in terms of their records), while particular confidential  
documents should only be made public in extraneous  situations. 

Questions	to	consider
• How will the issue of sovereign equality be intact with the potential removal of veto pow-

ers?
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• How can UNSC reform take place successfully given that there have been multiple failed 
attempts? 

• What form would UNSC reform take?

• Is it possible for peacekeeping reforms to have a positive effect on the “Responsibility to 
Protect (R2P)” in helping it promote increased consideration of civilian protection?

• How are the secretariats chosen and how much influence do some countries have on 
this process? Should this be improved upon?

• What are the main priorities in UN reform, and should some issues be reformed before 
others? 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7“ Australian Government Department of Health. “Coronavirus (COVID-19) Current Situation and Case Numbers.” Australian Government Depart-
ment of Health, Australian Government Department of Health, 22 Nov. 2020, 
www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-covid-19-current-situation-and-case-numbers. 

8  “COVID-19 Situation Update for the EU/EEA and the UK, as of 23 November 2020.” European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, 23 
Nov. 2020, www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea.
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