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Chair	Biographies

Rosalie Roechert
My name is Rosalie and I am a first year student at LSE. 
I am on a joint program, studying International Relations 
and Chinese. I am from Germany and very passionate 
about international politics and foreign languages. The 
UN has always been a major field of interest for me. At 
Robert Bosch College, a United World College where I 
was living together with 90 different nationalities, I 
chaired and attended different MUN conferences. In one 
of my committees I even changed the MUN language 
from English to French.I really enjoyed chairing the Com-
mission on the Status of Women and right now I am 
even more excited to chair the High Commission on 
Refugees. I am very much looking forward to teaching 
MUN, motivating new delegates and generally having a 
fruitful debate with my committee. Furthermore, I am sure that the current situation offers a 
lot to discuss on an international level and MUN is more meaningful than ever before.

Syaiful Iylia
Hello! My name is Syaiful Iylia Bin Jamalluddin, and it is my 
honor to serve as the deputy chair United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees. I am a first year student studying Philoso-
phy and Politics, and was born and raised in Singapore. I partici-
pated in my first MUN in 2014, and have participated in numer-
ous MUNs both as a delegate and a chair. These varied experi-
ences nurtured a passion for international relations in me, and I 
am certain that you will come to love the intricacies related to 
debating in MUNs too.

When not cramming an essay a night before my deadlines, I love to play football or do vol-
unteer work. One of my most meaningful experiences was volunteering for an NGO in 
Greece, delivering humanitarian aid to refugees seeking asylum in the EU. I believe that 
the reason I went was due to my interest in global affairs from my MUN experience, and I 
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do hope that this conference and the topics we will debate on will be as meaningful for 
you as it is for me.

Letter	to	the	Delegates
To all Delegates, welcome to the UNHCR! 

We are Rosalie and Syaiful, and are pleased to be your chairs for this MUN. Rosalie is a 
first year undergraduate student studying International Relations and Chinese. She has 
chairing experiences in Germany where she is from, as well as some MUN experience in 
France. As a student of International Relations studying, understanding and modelling the 
UN is a great pleasure. Syaiful is a first year undergraduate student studying Philosophy 
and Politics, and has significant delegate and chairing experience in MUNs in his home 
country of Singapore. We are pleased to discuss with you one of the most urgent migra-
tion issues of our times.

Sincerely,

Rosalie Roechert (r.roechert@lse.ac.uk)

Syaiful Iylia (s.i.jamalluddin@lse.ac.uk) 

Introduction	to	the	Committee
For this conference, you will be representing the various countries in the United Nations 
High Commission of Refugees (UNHCR). The UNHCR was established in 1950 during the 
postwar years, for the main purpose of assisting the millions of Europeans who had been 
displaced from their homes in the aftermath of WWII. As of today, the UNHCR currently 
mandates over 20 million refugees all across the world. However, the work is never done. 
1% of the world’s population, approximately 80 million human beings, are currently forci-
bly displaced from their home countries in different capacities.

Under the UNHCR‘s mandate, refugees can be defined as people leaving their country 
and being unwilling or unable to return for a multitude of reasons. These can include the 
fear of being persecuted on the basis of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or be-
longing to a certain persecuted social group in a particular country. The principles of the 
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951 were considered as the first refer-
ence and the starting point of the refugees regulations and the status of persons of con-
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cern to UNHCR. Therefore, it was updated via the 1967 Protocol on the Status of Refu-
gees. (Convention and Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees 1951/1967)

“States are responsible for protecting the fundamental human rights of their citizens. When 
they are unable or unwilling to do so – often for political reasons or based on discrimination 
– individuals may suffer such serious violations of their human rights that they have to leave 
their homes, their families and their communities to find sanctuary in another country. 
Since, by definition, refugees are not protected by their own governments, the international 
community steps in to ensure they are safe and protected.1”

Today, the UNHCR presides over 17000 staff working in 135 countries, and are funded al-
most completely by voluntary donations as well as contributions from governments across 
the world. With an annual budget of US$8.6 billion in 2019, the UNHCR is ready more than 
ever to serve the needs of humanity. The increase of anti-immigation and anti-globalisation 
movements, coupled with the crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic in 20202, has caused the 
situation for refugees across the world to deteriorate significantly, with many being unable 
to seek asylum in other countries, due to the impositions of national lockdowns and the di-
version of government resources towards pandemic response.

The UNHCR, at LSEYouthMUN 2021, consists of 135 member states of the United Na-
tions, including the Argentine Republic, Barbados, Belize, Bolivarian Republic of Vene-
zuela, Canada, Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Co-operative Republic of Guyana, Domini-
can Republic, Eastern Republic of Uruguay, Federal Republic of Germany, Federative Re-
public of Brazil, French Republic, Hellenic Republic, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, Italian Republic, Jamaica, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, People’s Re-
public of China,  Plurinational State of Bolivia, Republic of Chile, Republic of Costa Rica, 
Republic of Cuba, Republic of Colombia, Republic of Ecuador, Republic of El Salvador, Re-
public of Guatemala, Republic of Haiti, Republic of Honduras, Republic of Nicaragua, Re-
public of Panama, Republic of Paraguay, Republic of Peru, Republic of Suriname, Repub-
lic of Trinidad and Tobago, Republic of Turkey, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, State of Is-
rael, United Kingdom, United Mexican States and United States of America, each of which 
has one vote. None of the members hold the right to veto. 

Introduction	and	History	of	the	Topic
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2 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (2020, January 19). Figures at a Glance. UNHCR. 
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Migration and refugees in Latin America

Western media unfortunately rarely report about the severe refugee crisis that hit the Ameri-
cas since 2015. The state of Venezuela experienced an economic breakdown, hyperinfla-
tion, and generally poor medical infrastructure under the rule of the controversial president 
Nicólas Maduro. The regime turnover has caused large flows of refugees into the neigh-
bouring countries, especially Colombia, Guyana and Brazil, but also some countries in the 
Central America or the very south of Latin America. Almost each country in the region took 
in a number of Venezuelan refugees and their situation has already been precarious before 
the global pandemic. In light of the outbreak of COVID-19 many Venezuelans tried to go 
back, taking a large risk traveling, because of increasing xenophobia, racism, but also be-
cause the hosting countries became unable to deal with migration. The governments were 
by no means prepared for a pandemic and the refugees even less. 

Migration and Refugees in the United States

Most refugees enter the United States through Mexico. The United States recognizes the 
right of asylum for individuals as specified by international and federal law. Every year the 
US allows a quota of legally defined refugees to apply for asylum within the US, or apply 
for refugee status from outside the US. A significant majority of these asylum-seekers are 
from Central and South America3.

From 1980 to the present, more than two million refugees have arrived in the US. From 
2005 to 2007, approximately 40,000 refuge-seekers were accepted into the US per year, 
comprising about one-tenth of total immigration. 

Sixty percent of asylum cases in the United States fail or are rejected4. In 2015, the world 
saw the greatest displacement of people since World War II with 65.3 million people hav-
ing to flee their homes, partly attributed to unrest in the Middle East as well as the ongoing 
crisis in Venezuela since 2010. According to US law, Asylum has two basic requirements. 
First, asylum applicants must establish that they fear persecution in their home country. 
Second, applicants must prove that they would be persecuted on account of at least one 
of five protected grounds: race, religion, nationality, political opinion or particular social 
group5.
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Family Separation under the Trump Administration

The El Paso pilot program was begun in 2017 where illegal immigrants were detained 
along the Texan border in the US. Under the program, adults who crossed the border with-
out permission – a misdemeanor for a first-time offender – were detained and criminally 
charged. No exceptions were made for parents arriving with young children. The children 
were taken from them, and parents were unable to track or reunite with their children be-
cause the government failed to create a system to facilitate reunification. By late 2017, the 
government was separating families along the length of the U.S.-Mexico border, including 
families arriving through official ports of entry.

On May 7, 2018, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) announced it had implemented a 
“zero tolerance” policy, dictating that all migrants who cross the border without permis-
sion, including those seeking asylum, be referred to the DOJ for prosecution. Undocu-
mented asylum seekers were imprisoned, and any accompanying children under the age 
of 18 were handed over to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
which shipped them miles away from their parents and scattered them among 100 Office 
of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) shelters and other care arrangements across the country. 
Hundreds of these children, including infants and toddlers, were under the age of 5. Prior 
to the Trump administration, families were generally paroled into the country to await their 
immigration cases or detained together6.

Impact of COVID-19

On January 30, 2020, the Emergency Committee of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
declared the outbreak known as coronavirus disease (COVID-19) a Public Health Emer-
gency of International Concern (PHEIC). On March 11, 2020, due to alarming levels of 
spread and severity, the WHO declared COVID-19 a pandemic. 

Due to the rapid spread of the disease, 92% of countries in the Americas had closed their 
borders by April 6 2020 as part of health measures, resulting in significant changes in 
global mobility and affecting the services of airlines, land and sea transportation, border 
management, and migration policies7. In addition to their impact on countries’ economies 
and labor markets, these changes have affected and will continue to affect migration 
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trends and the needs of migrants. This includes numerous cases of migrants being 
stranded due to movement restrictions as well as effects on unemployment rates and in-
come generation in both countries of origin and residence. However, this has not been a 
choice for many of those in the Americas. Historically, the opportunity to break out of the 
poverty cycle for those people outweighed the risks of making the trek across Central 
America to seek asylum in the US. However, the pandemic has compounded these risks, 
and has caused many to question whether migration is worth the risk8. 

In March 2020, the Trump administration imposed a public health order allowing for the 
swift return of migrants, including asylum seekers, apprehended at the border. Since the 
order was implemented in March, the US has expelled nearly 200,000 people. The admini-
stration has thus made it even more difficult to reach the US, based off an anti-immigrant 
populist sentiment within the US to boost domestic popularity, as well as health concerns 
in light of the pandemic9.

The number of Central Americans migrating north dropped from March to April due to the 
imposition of lockdowns across the Americas. According to US Customs and Border Pro-
tection data, arrests on the US-Mexico border plummeted from 30,389 to just over 16,000, 
before gradually ticking up again, with one of the reasons being Mexico’s economic slump 
due to COVID-1910.

COVID-19 has hit Latin America to a larger extent than many other regions of the world. 
Latin America comprises less than 10% of the global population yet accounts for nearly 
one-third of reported COVID-19 deaths11. It is the part of the world with some of the high-
est numbers of absolute and per capita cases. Latin America and the Caribbean countries 
are also reliant on extra-regional imports of medical products essential for treating COVID-
19, with less than 4% of imports sourced from within the region itself. The breakout of the 
virus could push an additional 16 million residents of the region into extreme poverty. The 
poverty rate is expected to rise by 7.0 percentage points in 2020, to 37.2%, while extreme 
poverty is expected to rise by 4.5 percentage points, from 11.0% to 15.5%12. The pre-
dicted extremes of poverty rates are mostly due to the region’s economic structure that is 
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mostly based on an informal labour market: The informal labour market is huge, making up 
54% of all work across the region (up to 70% in some countries, such as Peru)13. Women 
have been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic; largely employed in the informal 
and hardest-hit sectors, their ability to absorb economic shocks is less. The same applies 
to female refugees.

History of the refugee crisis in South America:

Latin America and the Caribbean has been a generally neglected region in terms of UN ac-
tions. However, the structure of the region makes it inevitable for migrants and refugees to 
be one of the most vulnerable groups in the situation of a global pandemic. The region is 
characterised by high levels of inequality, balance-of-payments constraints, and exports 
concentrated in low-technology sectors resulting in recurrent exchange-rate and debt cri-
ses, low growth, high informality and poverty, vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters, and loss of biodiversity. Social factors, such as high rates of homicide, and 
gender-directed crimes, such as femicides, exacerbate the region’s disadvantaged posi-
tion when it comes to managing a global health crisis. Latin America is particularly prone 
to become an epicentre of COVID-19 because it is the world’s most urbanized developing 
region: 80% of its population lives in cities and 17% is concentrated in six megacities. Liv-
ing conditions in these cities are marked by inequality, with one in every five urban resi-
dents in the region living in slums14.

In addition to already existing structural and institutional disadvantages the region had to 
deal with one of the largest migratory crises in the world. In fact, Venezuela ranks second 
for countries with forcibly displaced populations. Until 2015 Latin America and the Carib-
bean countries had never experienced such a large flow of immigrants: More than 5 million 
refugees from Venezuela have fled to other Latin American or Caribbean countries. 1.63 
million Venezuelan migrants reside in Colombia, 864,000 in Peru, 385,00 in Ecuador, 
371,000 in Chile, 224,000 in Brazil, 145,000 in Argentina, and at least 10,000 in other coun-
tries .Those countries have mostly maintained an “open door” approach as a measure of 
handling the crisis. Venezuelan immigrants coming into new countries express intentions 
to stay in their new countries. They have different educational levels, but they are mostly 
unemployed or find work in the informal sector. Venezuelans migrating to the neighbouring 
countries, such as Brazil or Colombia, have a lower educational status than those migrat-
ing to the South Cone and Costa Rica or the two other Andean countries, Peru and Ecua-
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dor. Immigrants from Venezuela are granted different statuses depending on their new 
country. Some of them hold tourist visas, others are asylum seekers, and many have “no 
particular status”. Overall, their conditions are precarious in most of their destination coun-
tries and there is a need for more efficient migration policies.

The reason for the large amounts of Venezuelans to migrate is the unstable internal politi-
cal crisis. Maduro first became president in 2013. The country went through a time of eco-
nomic hardship due to fall in oil prices, inflation, budget deficits in food and medicine, viola-
tion of human rights, torture, beatings, arbitrary detentions. The situation did not improve 
when Maduro was controversially re-elected in 2015. It should be taken into account that 
there was a pre-existing health crisis in Venezuela even prior to the outbreak of COVID-19. 
In 2019, Maduro’s opponent, Guaido, rose to power, but Maduro did not accept it. Despite 
the ascension of Guaido the Venezuelan economy experienced a further contraction of 
35% and an inflation rate of 9585% in 201915. The food shortages, the limited medical sup-
plies, and the disastrous economic situation lead to a continuation of the high levels of mi-
gration out of Venezuela.

Some efforts of multilateral cooperation have been made to solve the migration problem 
the Latin American continent is facing due to Venezuela’s internal struggles. The Union of 
South American Nations (UNASUR) was considered a model in regional health diplomacy 
and set up plans to help Venezuela without much success. Also, the Latin American eco-
nomic integration unit, MERCOSUR, has suspended Venezuela for violation of its demo-
cratic clause. Another possible solution could have been the Lima Group, a 14-country 
bloc in the Americas, has repeatedly called for a peaceful transition of power in Venezuela. 
Lastly, the Quito Process was established to support Venezuela and solve the migratory cri-
sis on a regional level. However, it has so far resulted in two declarations and one action 
plan in which governments in the region have intended to meet the most critical needs of 
Venezuelan migrant populations in the different countries.

Current situation:

As of today, refugees from Venezuela, spread out on the entire continent, still have no ac-
cess to insurance. In addition, refugees in Guyana, Peru and Colombia do not have access 
to health care. In Guyana, Paraguay, Brazil and Peru, refugees from Venezuela reported es-
pecially difficult access to food. They form a particularly vulnerable group in terms of 
COVID-19 because of incapacitating stress levels. The jobs that were found in the new 
countries are also lost and many try to migrate back to Venezuela: 9 out of 10 Venezuelans 
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lost income due to the pandemic; 2 out of 3 need some help to ensure food; 1 in 4 have 
no money for purchases and depend solely on donations; also 1 in 4 is on the street16. 
Hospitals in Venezuela and in the hosting countries are experiencing severe capacity chal-
lenges. Refugees returning home were blamed for surges in the COVID-19 cases in Vene-
zuela. A spokesperson of the Maduro government, Lisandro Cabello, was quoted saying 
“Any person who violates the immigration system and enters the country [illegally] will be 
considered a biological weapon”17. The lack of documents and a closure of public offices 
make it impossible for migrants to obtain the emergency aid the federal government cre-
ated during the pandemic. The Pan American Health Organisation (PAHO) will use govern-
ment funds frozen by the U.S. and European governments to purchase personal protective 
equipment (PPE), medicines and medical equipment. Many Latin American countries have 
also made use of the situation of the global pandemic to toughen their immigration poli-
cies towards Venezuelan migrants. Countries in the region have declared a state of emer-
gency and have partially or completely closed borders and banned non-resident foreigners 
from entering their territory with particular discrimination against Venezuelan migrants. One 
example is Brazil where since the beginning of the pandemic, successive federal rules dis-
criminate specifically against Venezuelan citizens and ban their entry into Brazilian territory 
even when they have a residence permit or a Brazilian spouse or children18.

Past	UN	Solutions
With regards to migration across the Mexico-US border and central american refugee/
migration issues, the UNHCR published the Mexico Plan of Action in 2007. The Mexico 
Plan of Action was adopted by 20 governments, was a plan which prioritised for the pro-
tection of displaced people spanning the entire continent. It focused on strengthening refu-
gee protection and implementing an integrated approach to durable solutions. 

The Plan has three main pillars for finding durable solutions: Borders of Solidarity; Cities of 
Solidarity; and Resettlement in Solidarity. The first pillar strives to assist both refugees and 
local host communities in border areas to coexist. Under this pillar, UNHCR supports sev-
eral small projects such as the construction of water supply systems and the repair of 
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school buildings and health centres. The second pillar caters to the vast majority of dis-
placed people living in urban areas. This pillar advocates local integration through self-
reliance by providing UNHCR Global Appeal 2007 289 Latin America (Mexico Plan of Ac-
tion) job placements, vocational training, community-based childcare centres and micro-
credit schemes. The third pillar is a regional resettlement programme that seeks durable 
solutions for Colombian refugees in Ecuador and Costa Rica by resettling them in other 
countries in the continent. In 2006, the most notable achievements under the Plan were 
the signing of agreements with major cities to ensure that the displaced are granted their 
basic rights and social benefits, as well as an increase in resettlement opportunities within 
the region. In Mexico and Central America, UNHCR’s primary objectives are to promote 
the naturalization of long-staying refugees and to ensure the protection of refugees within 
broader migratory flows, in particular by monitoring the southern border of Mexico and 
strengthening national asylum systems19.

In June 2014, UNHCR launched its Global Strategy - Beyond Detention 2014-2019, which 
aims to support governments to end the detention of asylum-seekers and refugees. The 
Strategy lays out three main goals: (1) to end the detention of children; (2) to ensure that 
alternatives to detention are available in law and implemented in practice; and (3) to im-
prove conditions of detention in which detention is necessary and unavoidable, to meet 
international standards20. 

In 2019, UN Human Rights Chief Michelle Bachelet criticised the conditions of refugees in 
US immigration detention camps, citing appalling living conditions and lack of access to 
sufficient healthcare or food. A call has been made to address the root conditions underly-
ing these problems and said policies considering the complex drivers of migration were re-
quired. These include insecurity, sexual and gender-based violence, discrimination and 
crippling poverty21. 

Before COVID-19 has threatened the region and deteriorated the conditions of migrants 
from Venezuela, collaboration efforts by the international community and the UN have 
been made. The UN, other countries, and even the Vatican offered humanitarian aid to 
Venezuela, but Maduro refused to acknowledge the humanitarian crisis. The UN has also 
tried to pass a resolution in order to facilitate free elections in Venezuela and possibly end 
the political crisis, but Russia and China, which support the Maduro government, vetoed 
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20 UNHCR Mexico. (2017, August). National Action Plan: Mexico. https://www.unhcr.org/uk/5657285d9.pdf

21 United Nations. (2019, July 11). UN rights chief ‘appalled’ by US border detention conditions, says. UN News. 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/07/1041991
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this resolution at the UN Security Council that called for free elections in February 2019. To 
solve its economic hardships Venezuela cannot take loans from the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank due to the divided recognition of the Venezuelan government 
blocs. Those loans however might be desperately needed.

UNHCR has already been involved with multiple humanitarian aid projects in order to im-
prove the situation of Venezuelan migrants. One of the critical tasks is also to monitor the 
situation: The Displace Tracking Matrix (DTM) was established by UNHCR as a request 
from the Secretary of General Assembly in 2018. It is a collaboration effort with the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM). They also launched the Regional Refugee 
and Migrant Response Plan in December 2018, a first of its kind operational and coordina-
tion strategy. It includes an appeal for $738 million in funding to support over two million 
Venezuelans and half a million people in host communities that are welcoming Venezuelan 
refugees.

UNHCR also focuses on multiple projects with a smaller scope, such as their support 
along key borders to limit possible risks, in particular with regard to access to territory, traf-
ficking, exploitation, and to identify people who may require dedicated protection and serv-
ices, such as unaccompanied and separated children and pregnant women. UNHCR also 
envisions to support Venezuelan refugees and provide legal orientation upon arrival, as 
well as drinking water distributes and hygiene kits for women and children at border areas. 
In some cases, UNHCR also provides cash assistance to the most vulnerable Venezue-
lans. A large part of UNHCR’s involvement in recent years has also been the provision of 
tents, relief items, drinking fountains, registration through biometrics, community mobiliza-
tion, information dissemination and site management. UNHCR has supported govern-
ments with their registration efforts in Aruba, Brazil, Colombia, Curacao, Ecuador, Guyana, 
Peru and Trinidad and Tobago. They have also established 13 temporary shelters which 
have opened in Boa Vista and Pacaraima, hosting over 6,000 Venezuelans and one in Mai-
cao, Colombia, a temporary reception centre which opened in March 2019. UNHCR has 
also tried not to neglect particularly vulnerable groups among immigrants. This attempt is 
exemplified in the provision of child-friendly spaces and spaces for breast-feeding moth-
ers at border crossing points. UNHCR constantly advocated with host governments to fa-
cilitate access to education for Venezuelan children22.

In the beginning of 2020 UNHCR has aimed to intensify their support for Venezuelan mi-
grants facing the difficulties of the global pandemic in Latin America. Material assistance 
has been increased. In total, more than 2,000 basic-needs kits and 4,700 blankets have 
been distributed to vulnerable Venezuelans and their host communities, while cash trans-
fers continue for those most at risk. In March UNHCR hosted a virtual International Donors 
Conference for Venezuelan refugees and migrants. Donors at the conference committed 
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US$2.79 billion to support refugees, migrants and host communities in countries across 
the region where Venezuelans have found safety, healthcare and jobs. However, despite all 
these efforts a multilateral response is required. Other countries need to increase their sup-
port as well. A common approach to overcome the challenging situation for migrants in 
Latin America is urgently required, especially with regard to the long-term effects that 
COVID-19 has on migration.

Bloc	Positions
Mexico has taken steps to improve refugee welfare, such as access to health services in-
cluding access to education, revalidation,  health insurance and paperwork which allows 
them to be legally employed. However, refugee numbers continue to rise and more work 
must be done.

The United States of America is no longer as welcome to immigrants since the Trump Ad-
ministration. With his administration’s executive order suspending the entire resettlement 
program of the US for one hundred and twenty days and banning indefinitely the arrival of 
refugees in 2016, refugees have been severely affected. The executive order also cut the 
number of refugees scheduled for resettlement in the United States in 2017 from a 
planned total of about 110,000 to just 45,000. However, the incoming Biden administration 
is likely to loosen immigration laws and allow for more refugees to seek asylum, as well as 
a possible improvement of conditions in internment camps along the US-Mexico border.

With regards to Venezuela, the proposed resolution by the US on recognising Guaidó, 
Maduro’s opponent, as an interim president, the entry of foreign aid and most importantly 
the call for democratic elections was unsuccessful. Russia and China are against a call for 
free elections in Venezuela, and they have vetoed the UN Security Council Resolution in fa-
vour of the Maduro regime. Russia is also Venezuela’s arm supporter. However, Putin has 
expressed his desire for the situation in Venezuela to stabilise.

On the other hand, Mexico, Brazil, the United States and Canada have called Maduro an 
illegitimate dictator. More than half of the governments of the countries in the EU also sup-
port Guaidó , Maduro’s opponent. A majority of countries in  the Lima group, notably Co-
lombia and Chile, called for the restoration of democracy in Venezuela, thus supporting 
Guaidó.Only Mexico was against interference in a country’s internal matters. Intervention 
might however be necessary to support Venezuelan migrants and avoid the continuation 
of the violation of human rights. There exists legislation within the Brazilian government 
that determines the requirements for obtaining refugee or asylum status. However, there is 
no specific provision for the integration of immigrants into the society. 
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Questions	to	Consider
What can the UNHCR do to ensure the rights of unaccompanied minors and children sepa-
rated from their families?

How can governments work together with NGOs and civil organisations to safeguard the 
well-being of children? 

What can the UNHCR do to ensure the rights of refugees and migrants in the current pan-
demic crisis?

What can be done to improve the situation of Venezuelan migrants overall? Is foreign inter-
ference needed or would it be disrespectful of Venezuela’s sovereignty?

How can other Latin American countries be supported to minimise deaths from COVID-19, 
but at the same times solve the Venezuelan migratory crisis in the long term?
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